
“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 
God and that you are not your own? You were bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your 
body” I Corinthians 6:19, 20. 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

One of the great Reformation principles was the concept the priesthood of all believers. Martin Luther 

coined this phrase as a reminder to all Christians about their vocation – who they were to be in the world 

– representatives of Christ. When we are baptized, we are made a disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Luther wanted to emphasis the common calling that every baptized person has from God. The priesthood 

of all believers is an integral idea that expresses each Christian’s stewardship of one’s baptism.  

 

Our baptism is the new creation that God brings forth for us. It is the event in which God unites us to the 

very death and resurrection of Christ Jesus. It is God’s proclamation of his work of salvation in us – for 

us. Confirmation is our personal affirmation of this pivotal event of God in our life. We personally take 

title deed of this gift. The charging question that the presiding minister in confirmation asks each 

individual is a summary of stewardship.  “You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend 

to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to 

hear his Word and share in his supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 

deed, to serve all people, following the example of our LORD Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in 

all the earth?”
i
   It reiterates the absolute interdependence we have with God and the whole of creation. It 

reminds us that everything we do is communal. The candidate for confirmation answers that question 

with these words: “I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.”
ii
  Our answer affirms our interdependence.  

 

Interdependence is the crux of the issue. Our baptism is about relationship. St. Paul put it forth to the 

Christians at Ephesus. He specifically asks them whether they understand the intricate and intimate 

interaction between their physical bodies and God’s holy presence. We are reminded that our freedom 

from our bondage to sin has come at a cost to God. When God claims us as his own in baptism, he binds 

us to himself. God comes to abide in us. Our body becomes a temple for God’s Holy Spirit. It is another 

way of stating that we are united to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

Stewardship is an outwardly focused act. Christian stewardship means we live in a world context that is 

radically different than a mere humanist orientation. Christian stewardship acknowledges the gifts that we 

have received. In gratitude we cherish and exercise those gifts for the benefit not only of self but others. 

Christian stewardship is the living reality of our new life begun in Baptism. 

 

We know the truth. We have not been abandoned. Even when we have been guilty of commodifying 

elements of our faith, we are given the opportunity for a clean start. We can repent, trusting that God who 

gives us life, will also forgive our sins and set us on a renewed godly pathway. We are freed to live the 

fullness of the true life; bound to Christ and one another, through the gift of Christ’s death and 

resurrection! 

 

We are bought with a price, therefore let us glorify God with all that we are and all that we have.  

 

In Christ forever,  

 

Pastor Kevin.  
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